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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Appeal Brief 

1 . The Appeal Brief filed 02/ 1 6/20 1 0 has been received and made of record. Applicant's request 
for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last Office action is persuasive and, 
therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a 
new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of the newly found prior art references. Claims 1- 
38 and 40-60 are pending. 

2. In view of the Appeal Brief filed on 2/16/10, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY REOPENED. 
The rejections are set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the following 
two options: 

(1) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply under 37 
CFR 1.113 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41.31 followed by an 
appeal brief under 37 CFR 41.37. The previously paid notice of appeal fee and appeal brief 
fee can be applied to the new appeal. If, however, the appeal fees set forth in 37 CFR 41 .20 
have been increased since they were previously paid, then appellant must pay the difference 
between the increased fees and the amount previously paid. 

A Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPE) has approved of reopening prosecution by signing 
below: 

/Sinh Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2622. 
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Response to Argument 

3. The applicant argues that Brooks does not teach capturing an interaction between a traveler 
and a personnel member, as in claims 1, 23 and 43. The examiner understands the 
applicant's arguments but respectfully disagrees with the applicant's assessment. In response 
to applicant's argument, it is noted that Brooks discloses "The security system can further 
include a passenger identification system which can either be implemented at the airline 
passenger check-in counters where passengers check their luggage and receive tickets, 
boarding passes and/or seat assignments. At either of those locations, a passenger 
identification system can compare the passenger's documentary identification (passport, 
driver's license or other ID) with the person's identification based upon personal information 
and attribute data in the system." ([0048]). Thus it is a necessity by a person to accept the 
luggage check in by the passenger and issue tickets and a boarding passes to the passenger 
and/or to assign a seat . The interaction between the passenger and agent/personnel member 
are inherent in the action. As this is the scenario of a two-way effect is essential in the 
concept of interaction, as even the opposed to a one-way causal effect. In summary, the 
airline passenger check-in counters can be defined as "the act or process of interacting ". 
These scenarios are the kind of actions that occurs as two or more objects have an effect 
upon one another. With respect to dependent claims, a new ground(s) of rejection is also 
made in view of the newly found prior art references. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found in a 
prior Office action. 

5. Claims 1-19, 23-32, 34-38, 40, 42-46 and 50-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Brooks (US 2003/02 1 0 1 39) in view of Gutta (US 2003/0040925). 

Regarding claim 1 , Brooks discloses an apparatus for the analysis (evaluation process 
100, Fig 1) of at least one first agent-traveler interaction (at airline passenger luggage check- 
in counters where passengers check their luggage, as the interaction between the passengers 
check-in their luggage and agent/personnel member take the luggage are inherent in an 
action) and at least one second agent-traveler interactions (at airline passenger check-in 
counters where passengers receive tickets, boarding passes and/or seat assignments, as the 
interaction between the passengers check-in the counter and receive ticket/boarding passes 
and agent/personnel member issue ticket^oarding passes and assign a seat are inherent in an 
action), the apparatus comprising: 

- an at least one first station (at airline passenger check-in counters where 
passengers first check their luggage) for capturing substantially the full audio, 
video, and data (the video, which including audio and data, can be recorded 24 
hours a day on a system, i.e. the station includes a camera, an audio 
transducer, and a scanner for data, see [0042]) of the at least one first agent- 
traveler interaction along a path of a traveler (at airline passenger luggage 
check-in counters where passengers check their luggage, as the interaction 
between the passengers check-in their luggage and agent/personnel member 
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take the luggage are inherent in an action) ([0020], [0042], [0045], [0048], and 

[0050]); 

- an at least one second station (it is noted that the passenger is checked again at 
airline passenger check-in counters or security gate where passengers receive 
tickets, boarding passes and/or seat assignments) for capturing substantially 
the full audio, video, and data (recorded 24 hours a day) of the at least one 
second agent-traveler interaction along the path of the traveler (at airline 
passenger check-in counters where passengers receive tickets, boarding passes 
and/or seat assignments, as the interaction between the passengers receive 
ticket/boarding passes and agent/personnel member issue ticket/boarding 
passes and assign a seat are inherent in an action), wherein the at least one 
second agent-traveler station (ticket counter) is located at a location other than 
the first agent-traveler station (luggage counter) ([0020], [0045], [0048]); 
and an analysis device (an analysis system 324) can analyze the information to 
identify the travel of predetermined persons ([0053]). 
Brooks does not disclose an analysis device for comparing the audio, video, and data of 
the at least one first agent-traveler interaction with the audio, video, and data of the at least 
one second agent-traveler interaction to determine, based upon a predetermined rule, a 
discrepancy. However, Gutta discloses an analysis device (an event detection process 300, 
Fig 1) for comparing the images captured by the image capture devices 150 based upon a 
predetermined rule (the event detection process 300 analyzes the images obtained by the 
image capture devices 150 and detects a number of specific, yet exemplary, fraudulent events 
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defined in the event database 200 [0017], further, the descriptors extracted upon entry to the 
store or changing area can be compared to descriptors extracted when the patron leaves the 
changing area; [0022]), a discrepancy (the event database 200 identifies the rule criteria in 
field 250; [0020], Gutta). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have included the 
event detection process and event database as taught by Gutta into Brooks' system, as each 
rule contains one or more conditions that must be satisfied in order for the rule to be 
triggered, and, optionally, a corresponding action-item that should be performed when the 
rule is satisfied, such as sending a notification to an employee, therefore increasing the 
security efficiency ([0007], Gutta). 

Regarding claim 23, this claim differs from claim 1 only in that the claim 1 is an 
apparatus claim whereas claim 23 is a method. Thus the method claim 23 is analyzed and 
rejected as previously discussed with respected to claim 1 above. 

Regarding claim 43, Brooks discloses all the subject matter as discussed in claim 23, 
except the recording the captvired first and second audio, video, and data information; and 
storing the recorded first and second audio, video, and data information on a storage device. 
Brooks discloses activity in the area is monitored (i.e. recorded) by security cameras ([0027]) 
and the data from the security sensors 240-256 can be stored in a data storage device 220 in 
the form of a data structure ([0035]). Thus claim 43 is analyzed and rejected as previously 
discussed with respected to claim 23 above. 

Regarding claim 2, the limitations of claim 1 are taught above. Brooks does not disclose a 
confrol station for storing the at least one first and second interactions captured. However, 
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Gutta discloses a control station (image archive database 175 of the event monitoring system 
100, Fig 1) for storing the at least one first and second interactions captured (the images 
captured by the image capture devices 150 may be recorded and stored for evidentiary 
purposes, for example, in an image archive database 175; [0017]). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to choose 
the database as taught by Gutta into Brooks' system, so as the images associated with a 
detected fi-audulent event may optionally be recorded in the image archive database, 
therefore a time-stamp for evidentiary purposes during process is important for an efficient 
event monitoring system ([0033], Gutta). 

Regarding claim 3, the limitations of claim 1 are taught above. Brooks does not disclose 
an alarm identifier device for identifying an alarm situation based on the comparing of the at 
least one second interaction with the at least one first interaction. However, Gutta discloses 
an alarm identifier device for identifying an alarm situation based on the comparing of the at 
least one second captijred image with the at least one first captured image (if the descriptors 
are significantly different, an alarm is sent to an employee for further investigation, this 
action inherently teaches there is an alarm identifier device; [0022], Gutta). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to choose the alarm identifier device as taught by Gutta into Brooks' 
system, so as to provide an efficient event monitoring system ([0033], Gutta). 

Regarding claim 4, the limitations of claims 1 and 3 are taught above. Brooks does not 
disclose an alarm-generating device for generating an alarm associated with an alarm 
situation identified by the alarm identifier device. However, Gutta discloses an alarm- 
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generating device for generating an alarm associated with an alarm situation identified by the 
alarm identifier device (if the descriptors are significantly different, an alarm is sent to an 
employee for further investigation, this action inherently teaches there is an alarm generating 
device; [0022], Gutta). 

Regarding claim 5, the limitations of claim 1 are taught above, Brooks discloses a station 
poll data device (a central command and control station 218, Fig 2) for polling stations for 
the at least one first and second interactions (the security system 200, which includes a 
central command and control station 218, can provide for all the data gathering of 
information p rovided by various security sensors located throughout the facility; [0035], 
Brooks). 

Regarding claim 6, the limitations of claim 1 are taught above. Brooks discloses a station 
transfer data device (a security management system 200, Fig 2) for managing data transferred 
from stations for the at least one first and second interactions (all the video information can 
be controlled to allow processing; [0045], Brooks). 

Regarding claim 7, the limitations of claim 1 are taught above. Brooks discloses a 
database (a data storage device 220, Fig 2) for storing and retrieving the at least one first and 
second interactions (the data from the security sensors 240-256 can be stored in a data 
storage device 220 in the form of a data structure, such as a database; [0035], Brooks). 

Regarding claim 8, the limitations of claim 1 are taught above, Brooks discloses a replay 
device (a repository computer) for replaying at the least one first or second interactions 
(repository computer can further be programmed to analyze and review the data as it is 
received; [0031], Brooks). 
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Regarding claim 9, the limitations of claim 1 are taught above, Brooks discloses an object 
tracking device (a surveillance analysis system 224, Fig 2) for tracking an object within the at 
least one first or second interactions (track the movements of all personnel and objects 
throughout the facility; [0044], Brooks). 

Regarding claim 10, the limitations of claim 1 are taught above. Brooks discloses at least 
one first and second stations (luggage check-in counters and passenger check-in counters) 
comprise at least one video capturing device (a camera for capturing facial images), an at 
least one audio recording device (an audio transducer for capturing a person's speech data), 
an at least one data capture device (a retinal scanner for capturing retinal data) ([0042]). 
Brooks further discloses an at least one storage device (a data storage device 220, Fig 2, 
[0038]) and an at least one data retrieval device (a central command and control station 218, 
Fig 2, [0035], Brooks). 

Regarding claim 1 1, the limitations of claim 1 are taught above, Brooks discloses at least 
one first station (luggage check-in counters) and second station (passenger check-in counters) 
are located in the same transportation port (for example, in a smaller airport, the luggage 
check-in counters and the passenger check-in counters are located in the same terminal) 
([0019], Brooks). 

Regarding claim 12, the limitations of claim 1 are taught above. Brooks discloses at least 
one first station (luggage check-in counters) and second station (passenger check-in counters) 
are located in remote transportation ports (for example, in most larger airports, the passenger 
terminals, the airline ticket counters, the passenger security check points, the gates, and the 
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passenger ramps onto the airplanes might be located in different or remote facilities and 
require the passengers to take the mobile transportation to reach) ([0020], Brooks). 

Regarding claim 13, the limitations of claim 1 are taught above, Brooks discloses a 
second control room (a central command and control station 218, Fig 2, [0035])for recording 
and storing the at least one first and second interactions (the security system 200 can provide 
for all the data gathering of information provided by various security sensors (240-256) 
located throughout the facility, as where the facility has multiple terminals, several command 
control stations 218, each capable of fimctioning independently of the other; [0035], Brooks). 

Regarding claim 14, the limitations of claim 1 are taught above. Brooks discloses a local 
or remote operator for observing the operation of the apparatus (the security system 200 can 
provide for all the data gathering of information provided by various security sensors (240- 
256) located throughout the facility, as where the facility has multiple terminals, several 
command control stations 218, each capable of functioning independently of the other; 
[0035], Brooks). 

Regarding claim 15, the limitations of claim 1 are taught above. Brooks discloses the 
control station comprises a recording and retrieval system (i.e. the command control stations 
218 and the repository computer; [0031] and [0035], Brooks). 

Regarding claim 16, the limitations of claim 1 are taught above. Brooks discloses the 
capturing is performed in real time to be analyzed upon capture (each computer can 
connected to a wired or wireless network and adapted for transferring the data to a repository 
computer within the computer system in real time. [003 1], Brooks). 
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Regarding claim 17, the limitations of claims 1 and 1 1 are taught above, Brooks discloses 
the transportation port is an airport (at the airport facility) ([0020], Brooks). 

Regarding claim 18, the limitations of claim 1 are taught above, Brooks discloses the 
interaction is associated with a baggage item (monitoring or tracking luggage and parcels or 
other objects carried by passengers, as at airline passenger luggage check-in counters where 
passengers check their luggage, as the interaction between the passengers check-in their 
luggage and agent/personnel member take the luggage are inherent in an action; [0040], 
Brooks). 

Regarding claim 19, the limitations of claim 1 are taught above. Brooks discloses at least 
one first and at least one second interactions (luggage check-in counters and passenger 
check-in counters) comprise a captured data, video and audio (a camera for capturing images 
and data for recognition processing, an audio transducer for capturing a person's speech data 
for use in speech recognition profiling, as the video can be recorded 24 hours a day [0042], 
[0045]) depicting the interaction between the agent and the traveler (the interaction between 
the passengers check-in their luggage and agent/personnel member take the luggage are 
inherent in an action, and the interaction between the passengers check-in the counter and 
receive ticket/boarding passes and agent/personnel member issue ticket/boarding passes and 
assign a seat are also inherent in an action) ([0042], Brooks) 

Regarding claim 24, the limitations of claim 23 are taught above, Brooks does not 
disclose the step of recording at a control station the audio, video, and data of the at least one 
first agent-traveler interaction and the audio, video, and data of the at least one second agent- 
traveler interaction captured. However, Gutta discloses recording at a control station (image 
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archive database 175 of the event monitoring system 100, Fig 1) the first and second 
interactions captured (the images captured by the image capture devices 150 may be recorded 
and stored for evidentiary purposes, for example, in an image archive database 175; [0017]). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to choose the database as taught by Gutta into Brooks' system, so as the 
images associated with a detected fraudulent event may optionally be recorded in the image 
archive database, therefore a time-stamp for evidentiary purposes during process is important 
for an efficient event monitoring system ([0033], Gutta). 

Regarding claims 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31 and 32, these claims recite same limitations 
as claims 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9 and 10, respectively. Thus they are analyzed and rejected as 
previously discussed with respect to claims 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9 and 10 above. 

Regarding claims 34, 35, 36 and 37, these claims recite same limitations as claims 11, 12, 
13, and 15, respectively. Thus they are analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with 
respect to claims 11, 12, 13, and 15 above. 

Regarding claim 38, the limitations of claims 23 and 33 are taught above. Brooks does 
not disclose the step of analysis comprises comparing the at least first agent-traveler 
interaction or the at least second agent-traveler interaction to determine discrepancies 
between the at least first agent-traveler interaction or the at least second agent-traveler 
interaction. However, Gutta discloses the step of analysis comprises comparing the at least 
first captured image or the at least second captured image to determine discrepancies 
between the at least first captured image or the at least second captured image (the event 
detection process 300 analyzes the images obtained by the image capture devices 150 and 
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detects a number of specific, yet exemplary, fi-audulent events defined in the event database 
200 [0017], fiirther, the descriptors extracted upon entry to the store or changing area can be 
compared to descriptors extracted when the patron leaves the changing area based on the 
event database 200 identifies the rule criteria in field 250; [0020]-[0022], Gutta). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have included the 
event detection process and event database as taught by Gutta into Brooks' system, as each 
rule contains one or more conditions that must be satisfied in order for the rule to be 
triggered, and, optionally, a corresponding action-item that should be performed when the 
rule is satisfied, such as sending a notification to an supervisor, therefore increasing the 
security efficiency ([0007], Gutta). 

Regarding claim 40, the limitations of claims 23 and 33 are taught above. Brooks 
discloses the step of analysis comprises analysis of the at least first or second interaction to 
determine whether the traveler is a security threat to other travelers (i.e. to determine suspect 
travel patterns and anticipate suspect activity) ([0053], Brooks). 

Regarding claim 42, the limitations of claim 23 are taught above. Brooks discloses the 
step of transferring data from the at least one first or second stations to a server device (a 
security management system 200, Fig 2, as all the video information can be controlled to 
allow processing; [0045], Brooks). 

Regarding claim 44, the limitations of claim 23 are taught above, Brooks discloses the 
first agent-traveler interaction (at airline passenger luggage check-in counters where 
passengers check their luggage, as the interaction between the passengers check-in their 
luggage and agent/personnel member take the luggage are inherent in an action) is of a 
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different type from the second agent-traveler interaction (at airline passenger check-in 
counters where passengers receive tickets, boarding passes and/or seat assignments, as the 
interaction between the passengers check-in the counter and receive ticket/boarding passes 
and agent/personnel member issue ticket^oarding passes and assign a seat are inherent in an 
action) ([0020], [0048]-[0049], Brooks). 

Regarding claim 45, the limitations of claim 23 are taught above. Brooks discloses one 
agent-traveler interaction is passenger screening (security check point; [0049]) and the other 
agent-traveler interaction is selected from the group consisting of ticket purchasing, baggage 
screening, check-in, passport confrol, and boarding (at airline passenger luggage check-in 
counters; [0048], Brooks). 

Regarding claim 46, the limitations of claims 1 and 10 are taught above. Brooks discloses 
the data capture device is a screen capture device (the system includes a personal 
identification screening station where personal identification and attribute data and 
information from each person can be obtained, and the station can fiirther include a booth or 
enclosure having one or more security sensors including, but not limited to a fingerprint 
scanner for capturing fingerprint data, a camera for capturing facial images and data for 
facial recognition processing, an audio transducer for capturing a person's speech data for use 
in speech recognition profiling and a retinal scanner for capturing retinal data for use in 
retinal scanning identification; [0042], Brooks). 

Regarding claim 50, the limitations of claim 23 are taught above. Brooks discloses a step 
of checking whether a luggage belonging to the traveler has changed (the facility includes 



Application/Control Number: 10/506,368 Page 15 

Art Unit: 2622 

sensor systems for monitoring or tracking luggage and parcels or other objects carried by 
passengers; [0040, Brooks). 

Regarding claims 51 and 52, these claims recite same limitations as claims 44 and 45, 
respectively. Thus they are analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with respect to 
claims 44 and 45 above. 

Regarding claim 53, the limitations of claims 23-24 are taught above, Brooks discloses 
the audio, video, and data of the at least one first agent-traveler interaction or the audio, 
video, and data of the at least one second agent-traveler interaction are recorded 
synchronously (this station can gather all this information in a relatively short period of time 
and possibly, some of the information simultaneously; [0042], Brooks). 

Regarding claim 54, this claim recites same limitations as claim 46. Thus it is analyzed 
and rejected as previously discussed with respect to claim 46 above. 
6. Claims 20-22, 33, 41 and 47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Brooks (US 2003/0210139) in view of Gutta (US 2003/0040925), and further in view of 
Houvener (US 6,757,408). 

Regarding claim 20, the limitations of claim 1 are taught above. Brooks in view of Gutta 
do not disclose a quality assurance device for analyzing the at least one first or second 
interaction for analyzing the quality of service provided to the traveler by the agent, the 
quality assurance device using an at least one evaluation form of the apparatus. However, 
Houvener discloses a quality assurance device (an interactive multi-media training module of 
the identity verification system) for analyzing the at least one first or second interaction for 
analyzing the quality of service provided to the traveler by the agent, the quality assurance 
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device using an at least one evaluation form of the apparatus (provides high quality data 
capture and screening by leveraging the interaction between screening personnel, i.e. an 
agent and people being screened, i.e. a traveler) (col. 6, lines 5-12 and col. 8, lines 36-9:6, 
Houvener). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have included the 
interactive multi-media training module as taught by Houvener into Brooks and Gutta' 
system, as the combination permitting a large organization to assure that their field personnel 
are providing high quality customer service in a method that is considerably more efficient 
and effective than sending them to the field foe auditing and training purpose (col. 8, lines 
36-9:6, Houvener). 

Regarding claim 21, the limitations of claims 1 and 20 are taught above. Brooks in view 
of Gutta do not disclose a quality assurance device alerts a supervisor where the quality of 
service provided by an agent fails to meet a predetermined standard. However, Houvener 
discloses the quality assurance device (an interactive multi-media training module of the 
identity verification system) alerts a supervisor where the quality of service provided by an 
agent fails to meet a predetermined standard (immediately react to issue noted) (col. 6, lines 
5-12 and col. 8, lines 36-9:6, Houvener). 

Regarding claim 22, the limitations of claims 1 and 20 are taught above. Brooks in view 
of Gutta do not disclose the quality assurance device initiates a training session with an 
agent. However, Houvener discloses the quality assurance device (an interactive multi-media 
training module of the identity verification system) initiates a training session with an agent 
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(the field personnel are prompted to participate in a training session at the next convenient 
time such as at the start of their next shift) (col. 8, lines 36-9:6, Houvener). 

Regarding claim 33, this claim recites same limitations as claim 20. Thus it is analyzed 
and rejected as previously discussed with respect to claim 20 above. 

Regarding claim 41, the limitations of claims 23 and 33 are taught above, Brooks in view 
of Gutta do not disclose the analysis of the at least second agent-traveler interaction or the at 
least one first agent-traveler interaction to determine if an agent is providing a quality of 
service at a predetermined level, using an at least one evaluation form of the apparatus. 
However, Houvener discloses the analysis of the at least second agent-traveler interaction or 
the at least one first agent-traveler interaction to determine if an agent is providing a quality 
of service at a predetermined level, using an at least one evaluation form of the apparatus (a 
wearable computer; col. 8, lines 36-61, Houvener). 

Regarding claim 47, this claim recites same limitations as claim 20. Thus it is analyzed 
and rejected as previously discussed with respect to claim 20 above. 
7. Claims 48 and 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brooks in 
view of Gutta, and further in view of Eilbacher (US 6,724,887). 

Regarding claim 48, the limitations of claims 23 and 47 are taught above. Brooks in view 
of Gutta do not disclose the analysis is spotting words said by the traveler. However, 
Eilbacher discloses the spotting words analysis technique (an analyzing unit 234 is a voice 
processing stress analyzer, in the case of word spotting, an analysis is performed on recorded 
audio such as a telephone call and the audio is automatically processed, searching for any key 
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words on a predefined list which have been identified as cause for concern) (col. 11, lines 26- 
61, Eilbacher). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have included the 
spotting words analysis technique as taught by Eilbacher into Brooks and Brooks' system, as 
the word spotting analysis can be done separately, or in addition to the stress analysis, which 
might tend to indicate an suspected customer experience, as the analysis is spotting words 
said by the traveler (col. 11, lines 26-61, Eilbacher). 

Regarding claim 49, the limitations of claims 23 and 47 are taught above. Brooks in view 
of Gutta do not disclose the analysis is stress detection of the traveler. However, Eilbacher 
discloses the stress detection and analysis technique (an analyzing unit 234 is a voice 
processing stress analyzer which can be used to perform the stress detection of the traveler) 
(col. 11, lines 26-61, Eilbacher). 
8. Claims 55-56 and 58-59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brooks in view of Gutta, and further in view of O'Hara (US 2003/0058084). 

Regarding claim 55, the limitations of claim 1 are taught above. Brooks in view of Gutta 
do not disclose the rule assesses a change in an item associated with said traveler. However, 
O'Hara discloses the rule assesses a change in an item associated with said traveler (traveler's 
name or address) ([0025], O'Hara). Thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to have included the method as taught by O'Hara into Brooks' system, as it enables 
the display of travel information in order to enable the ticket agent the ability to create a 
complete record of the person seeking passage on a carrier ([0025], O'Hara). 
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Regarding claim 56, the limitations of claim 1 are taught above, Brooks in view of Gutta 
do not disclose the rule assesses a disparity between an item carried by said traveler, and said 
traveler's destination. However, O'Hara discloses the rule assesses a disparity between an 
item carried by said traveler, and said traveler's destination (traveler's intended destination) 
([0037], O'Hara). 

Regarding claims 58 and 59, these claims recite same limitations as claims 55 and 56, 
respectively. Thus they are analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with respect to 
claims 55 and 56 above. 

9. Claims 57 and 60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brooks in 
view of Gutta, and further in view of Ritter (US 7,084,736). 

Regarding claim 57, the limitations of claim 1 are taught above. Brooks in view of Gutta 
do not disclose the rule assesses a change in said traveler's appearance. However, Ritter 
discloses the rule assesses a change in said traveler's appearance (traveler's outer appearance) 
(claim 1 , Ritter). Thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have 
included the method as taught by Ritter into Brooks' system, as it enables the system to allow 
or deny the traveler access to the public transportation after said verifying and checking 
(claim 1, Ritter). 

Regarding claim 60, this claim recites same limitations as claim 57. Thus it is analyzed 
and rejected as previously discussed with respect to claim 57 above. 
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Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

- Flickner et al. (US 2003/0107649) provide a real-time camera/computer system and 
method for identifying groups of socially interrelated people by detecting and 
tracking them is disclosed. In one preferred embodiment, groups of people at a 
checkout line in a store are monitored; and 

Ozer et al. (US 7,200,266) disclose a new method and apparatus that can be used to 
detect, recognize, and analyze people or other objects in security checkpoints, public- 
places, parking lots, or in similar environments under surveillance to detect the 
presence of certain objects of interests (e.g., people), and to identify their activities 
for security and other purposes in real-time. 
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